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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

TO THE READERS OF DOVEDALE SCHOOL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 

The Auditor-General is the auditor of Dovedale School (the School). The Auditor-General has 
appointed me, Talia Anderson-Town using the staff and resources of Silks Audit Chartered 
Accountants Limited, to carry out the audit of the financial statements of the School on his behalf. 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial statements of the School on pages 3 to 17, that comprise the statement 
of financial position as at 31 December 2024, the statement of comprehensive revenue and expense, 
statement of changes in net assets/equity and statement of cash flows for the year ended on that 
date, and the notes to the financial statements that include accounting policies and other explanatory 
information. 

In our opinion the financial statements of the School: 

 present fairly, in all material respects:

o its financial position as at 31 December 2024; and

o its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended; and

 comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand in accordance with Tier 2
PBE Accounting Standards (PBE IPSAS) Reduced Disclosure Regime.

Our audit was completed on 3 June 2025. This is the date at which our opinion is expressed. 

The basis for our opinion is explained below. In addition, we outline the responsibilities of the Board 
and our responsibilities relating to the financial statements, we comment on other information, and we 
explain our independence. 

Basis for our opinion 

We carried out our audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which 
incorporate the Professional and Ethical Standards and the International Standards on Auditing (New 
Zealand) issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Responsibilities of the auditor section of our report. 

We have fulfilled our responsibilities in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion. 
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Responsibilities of the Board for the financial statements 

The Board is responsible on behalf of the School for preparing financial statements that are fairly 
presented and that comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand.  

The Board is responsible for such internal control as it determines is necessary to enable it to prepare 
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

In preparing the financial statements, the Board is responsible on behalf of the School for assessing 
the School’s ability to continue as a going concern. The Board is also responsible for disclosing, as 
applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting, unless 
there is an intention to close or merge the School, or there is no realistic alternative but to do so. 

The Board’s responsibilities arise from section 134 of the Education and Training Act 2020. 

Responsibilities of the auditor for the audit of the financial statements  

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements, as a 
whole, are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s 
report that includes our opinion.  

Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit carried out in 
accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement 
when it exists. Misstatements are differences or omissions of amounts or disclosures, and can arise 
from fraud or error. Misstatements are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions of readers taken on the basis of these 
financial statements. 

For the budget information reported in the financial statements, our procedures were limited to 
checking that the information agreed to the School’s approved budget. 

We did not evaluate the security and controls over the electronic publication of the financial 
statements.  

As part of an audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, we exercise 
professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. Also: 

 We identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The
risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

 We obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing
an opinion on the effectiveness of the School’s internal control.

 We evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Board.
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 We conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by
the Board and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists
related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the School’s ability to
continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are
required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial
statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are
based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future
events or conditions may cause the School to cease to continue as a going concern.

 We evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying
transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

 We assess the risk of material misstatement arising from the school payroll system, which
may still contain errors. As a result, we carried out procedures to minimise the risk of material
errors arising from the system that, in our judgement, would likely influence readers’ overall
understanding of the financial statements.

We communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the 
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we 
identify during our audit.  

Our responsibilities arises from the Public Audit Act 2001. 

Other information 

The Board is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information 
included on pages 1-2, 22 to 37, but does not include the financial statements, and our auditor’s 
report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express 
any form of audit opinion or assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information. In doing so, we consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the 
financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. If, based on our work, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 
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Independence 

We are independent of the School in accordance with the independence requirements of the Auditor-
General’s Auditing Standards, which incorporate the independence requirements of Professional and 
Ethical Standard 1 International Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners (including International 
Independence Standards) (New Zealand) (PES 1)issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance 
Standards Board. 

Other than the audit, we have no relationship with, or interests in, the School. 

Talia Anderson-Town 
Silks Audit Chartered Accountants Limited 
On behalf of the Auditor-General 
Whanganui, New Zealand 
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DOVEDALE SCHOOL Compliance with Education and Training Act 2020 
requirements to be a good employer for the year ending 31 December 2024 

The following questions address key aspects of compliance with a good employer 
policy:   

Reporting on the principles of being a Good Employer 

How have you met your 
obligations to provide good 
and safe working conditions? 

By following policies and procedures 

What is in your equal 
employment opportunities 
programme?  

How have you been fulfilling 
this programme? 

See schooldocs 

e.g. Advertising nationwide for a teachers. Board

Presiding Member and Principal and  one other BoT

member form appointment committee but all Board

members see the shortlists and invited to comment .

How do you practise impartial 
selection of suitably qualified 
persons for appointment? 

Clear criteria established 

How are you recognising, 

− The aims and
aspirations of Maori,

− The employment
requirements of Maori,
and

− Greater involvement of
Maori in the Education
service?

Open and transparent procedures 

Consideration given to any Māori applicants 

Supportive staff and Board 

How have you enhanced the 
abilities of individual 
employees? 

Professional Development opportunities offered 

How are you recognising the 
employment requirements of 
women? 

Free sanitary products 

How are you recognising the 
employment requirements of 
persons with disabilities? 

Consideration given to all applicants 

Good employer policies should include provisions for an Equal Employment Opportunities 
(EEO) programme/policy . The Ministry of Education monitors these policies: 
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Reporting on Equal Employment Opportunities (EEO) 
Programme/Policy 

YES NO 

Do you operate an EEO programme/policy?  * 

Has this policy or programme been made available to staff?  * 

Does your EEO programme/policy include training to raise 
awareness of issues which may impact EEO? 

 * 

Has your EEO programme/policy appointed someone to coordinate 
compliance with its requirements? 

 * 

Does your EEO programme/policy provide for regular reporting on 
compliance with the policy and/or achievements under the policy? 

 * 

Does your EEO programme/policy set priorities and objectives?  * 
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Annual Plan Review 
2024

December 2024
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Staff set Inquiry Goals to
target PD aligned to Strategic
Plan and Student Achievement
data

1.

 Staff participate in PGC
(professional Growth Cycle)

2.

 Staff are delivering the new NZ
Histories Curriculum

3.

PGC for teachers have a yearly a strategic goal aligned to an area of
practice that needs enhancing
Goals are assessed mid and end of year, self & peer reflections

Measures = 

Collect Student voice in Term 1 and Term 4 to measure what students
want to learn, have learnt and what has 'excited' them in their learning. 

1. BOT and staff to compile an
environmental audit of what is in our
community, what is important to us
2. Student survey
3. Build relationship with iwi
4. Explore new Mathematics and English
Curriculum from Te Mātaiaho
5. Launch new Curriculum for
implementation in 2025 as mandated

Measures = 

Start : WEEK 21.
Feb 2024 
Due : Week 4 Feb 

2. Start WEEK 4
Term 1
Due : Week 8
Term 4

3. Start Term 1 ;
ongoing

 

Dovedale School = Growing Great People
Whakatipu iwi nui 

Annual Implementation
Plan 2024

Goal 1 = High Quality Teaching & Learning programmes
Initiative Action Who Timeframe Resources

Grow great
staff who are
highly skilled &

reflective
practitioners

 Grow great
learners who are
engaged in a new

innovative and
localised
Dovedale

Curriculum 

Review

Accountable:
Sonia 

Responsible:
Nic
Finn
Sonia

PD Budget $1000 per year
each Collective $2000

1.

2. PLD: Opportunities aligned
to Strategic Plan

3. Moe Facilitators
Workshops/ planning with
other local school
Motueka Kāhui Ako PLD
participation 

Accountable: 
Sonia / BoT

Responsible:
Staff, BoT, 
Parents &
Whanau

Start : March 20241.

2. Start:  Term 1 2024
Due : End of Term 4 
2023
3. Start Term 1 2024 ;
ongoing
4. Start : Term 2
2024
Due End of Term 4
5. Start ; Term 1
2025 ; ongoing

1. BoT & Staff Time : 5 hours
2. Bot & Staff time = 6 hours
3. Ongoing monthly visits,
communication/visits
4. Staff meeting slots ; 3 times
over the term
5. Release time : TOD for All
staff to finalise Curriculum
BoT to approve ToD :
November 2024
I

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow: Work
in progress

Pink : Need
action

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow: Work
in progress

Pink : Need
action

Staff write self reflections against goals and next steps at
end of year
Appraisal Report Summary to staff in Term 4

Conversations with Ngāti Koata and iwi's from Te Āwhina Marae who have
 input to our new curriculum and a survey regarding satisfaction of input

END  of YEAR REVIEW
 2024
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Start : WEEK 11.
Term 2 2024
Due : Week 10
Term 3 2024 

2. Start WEEK 4
Term 1 2024
Due : Week 7
Term 4 2024

 

Participate in PB4L : Tier 1
Professional Development
Training alongside MOE PB4L
Facilitator

1.

St John Whātuua te Waiora
Weaving Wellbeing program
in Terms 3/4 2024 

2.

Measures = 

Measures = 

Post learning audit ; What Learner Agency Practices are visible in the
school ; PMI Survey of use .
Children can confidently talk about their learning and next steps (student
voice collection)

Dovedale School = Growing Great People
Whakatipu iwi nui 

Goal 2 =Empowered students who take responsibility for their own learning & actions 

Initiative Action Who Timeframe Resources Review

Finish  unpacking of 'Learner
Agency' Reading by James
Anderson. Try out two new
ideas in terms 2 and 3 , 2024

1.

2. Collect Student voice as
Baseline data; & analyse
feedback

Responsible: 
Sonia 

Accountable:
Nic
Finn
Sonia

 20 mins at Staff
meeting weekly
with follow up
reading inbetween
weeks.  

1.

2. Work with Staff
from INTEC to analyse
Engagement Survey;
Time 1 & Time 2

Grow learner 
agency

practices
across the

school

Grow student &
staff physical, social
and emotional well

being by introducing
a new wellbeing &

behaviour
management
programme

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow:
Work in
progress

Pink : Need
action

Accountable: 
MoE facilitator
& PB4L Lead 
teacher

Responsible:
Nic
Finn
Brenda
Sonia
Students

Start :
Term 1 2023
Ongoing
throughout
year 

 Staff meetings
after school 4 times
per term
Release time for
PB4L Lead Teacher
Work with
facilitators from
the Whātuua te
Waiora Weaving
Wellbeing program

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow:
Work in
progress

Pink : Need
action

Teacher survey at what Learner Agency practices am I using already ? (Audit list complied at
the start)
Professional reading workshops and teacher survey of our collective understanding of "Learner
Agency'  Reading by James Anderson 

INTEC Engagement Survey to all students 
Time 1 then Time 2 to measure impact. 

PB4L data on E-Tap

Visuals of Dovedale School Values all around the school
Reward systems aligned to PB4L and School Values

Annual Implementation
Plan 2024

End of  YEAR REVIEW
 2024
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Goal 3 =  Grow strong connections between whanau, community & school

E-Tap for Schools Platform
Refined and Embedded by
posting regular staff stories

1.

2. Student and Teacher
Ownership of E-Tap and other

social  media posts- by
participating in workshops and
upskilling sessions

Start : TERM 2
WEEK 1 2024

1.

Due : Ongoing

2. Start WEEK 1
Term 2

Due : Week 10
Term 4 2023

 

Time : twice weekly
minimum = posting
stories

1.

2. PD as stated
Release time ; online
workshops through E-Tap
, Tuakana Teina timeslots
once per week from Term

+ ETAP upskilling
subscription charges.

Start : WEEK 51.
Term 1 2024
Ongoing

2. Start WEEK 1
Term 1 2024
Due : End of Term 4
2024

. Meetings with
community members

1.

Applying for
grants/funding from
MOE

2.

2. Agenda item at BoT
meetings throughout
Term 2 & 3
Staff meeting agenda
item agenda

Termly monitoring of Teacher use, then student use then parent use of SEE-
SAW. Collect data and put into E-tap

Engagement of parents and wider community at Community events. Monitor and track percentages of attendance
Engagement with local iwi at Te Āwhina Marae and Ngāti Koata (yearly summary to BoT)

Parent Survey after first year on SEE-SAW completed at 3 way conferences ;
'quick fire' post it note surveyMeasures = 

Measures = 

Dovedale School = Growing Great PeopleWhakatipu iwi nui 

Initiative Action Who Timeframe Resources Review

Accountable: 
Sonia 

Responsible:
Nic
Finn
Sonia
Students

Grow
communication  

& connection 
with whanau

through an
interactive

digital platform

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow:
Work in
progress

Pink : Need
action

Grow greater
community

engagement
through a 

Community
Engagement

Plan

Re-esbalsih and support the
Onsite Playgroup; foster
relationships with preschoolers
in the Valley

1.

2. Carry out actions form the
Community Engagement Plan with
BoT; publish, seek feedback at end
of 2024

Accountable:
Sonia
BoT 

Responsible: 
BoT
Staff
Community
Iwi

Key : 

Purple;
completed

Yellow:
Work in
progress

Pink : Need
action

Annual Implementation
Plan 2024

End of YEAR REVIEW
 2024
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Summary of Actions achieved, started and yet to begin  - 2024

Staff set Inquiry Goals to
target PD aligned to
Strategic Plan and
Student Achievement
data
 Staff participate in PGC
(professional Growth
Cycle)
 Staff are delivering the
new NZ Histories
Curriculum
Student voice was
collected and analysed
against Student Agency
Targets
Exploration of  new
Mathematics and English
Curriculum from Te
Mātaiaho with TOD and
planning focused on it

Finish unpacking of
'Learner Agency' Reading
by James Anderson. Try
out two new ideas in
terms 2 and 3 , 2024
2. Collect Student voice
as Baseline data; &
analyse feedback
Participate in PB4L : Tier 1
Professional
Development Training
alongside MOE PB4L
Facilitator
St John Whātuua te
Waiora Weaving Wellbeing
program in Terms 3 2024
Re-esbalsih and support
the Onsite Playgroup;
foster relationships with
preschoolers in the Valley

A
chieved
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Build relationship with iwi 
Launch new Curriculum
for implementation in
2025 as mandated
E-Tap for Schools
Platform Refined and
Embedded by posting
regular staff stories - this
has been shelved as we
have decided to
implement a new better
fit for purpose SMS
system in 2025 ; HERO.
Carry out actions form
the Community
Engagement Plan with
BoT; publish, seek
feedback at end of 2024,
some actions have been
carried out but not all,
needs a review start of
2025

 Student and Teacher 
 Ownership of E-Tap and
other social media posts- by
participating in workshops
and upskilling sessions - this
has been shelved as we have
decided to implement a new
better fit for purpose SMS
system in 2025 ; HERO.

In Progress

Yet to action
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Summary of building partnerships with iwi
Actions taken 2024: 

Cultural Competency PLD for 2 terms with Lara Hania
focusing on local pūrākau and Te Reo in the classroom 

      (11 sessions in total over these 2 terms)
Leadership Te Reo lessons for one hour per week in Terms 1
& 2 for Sonia in a small group of Principals and expert
teacher.  
Organising and participating in a Kahui Leadership meeting
at the Wharekai at Te Awhina Marae at the beginning of
Term 1 2024
Work with the Motueka Kāhui Leadership team on Ngā
Kawerau iwi aspiration document. 
Met with the 2 Māori Strategic Advisors at the MOE to plan
for PLD with iwi’s in the Motueka Kāhi Ako. 
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At
43%

Above
39%

Below
18% ABOVE 

Curriculum Level expectation for
 their age

AT
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

WORKING TOWARDS
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

End of Year Reading 
Achievement 2024 Page 32



Of the 28 students reflected in the data,  5 of these students
arrived at our school part way through the academic year from
other schools. All of these 5 children were significantly below

expected curriculum levels in reading for their age. They make up
18% of this cohort. All are now making progress and the value

added will be tracked over time. This cohort has had a significant
impact on our whole school achievement data for 2024. 

Junior Room data =  33% above, 50% At ,  17% below

Senior room data = 44 % above, 37% at, 19% below

READING ACHIEVEMENT
 SUMMARY OF DATA 2024
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At
36%

Above
32%

Below
32%

ABOVE 
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

AT
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

WORKING TOWARDS
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

End of Year Writing 
Achievement 2024 Page 34



Of the 28 students reflected in the data, 5 of these students
arrived at our school part way through the academic year from
other schools. All of these 5 children were significantly below

expected curriculum levels in writing for their age. They make up
18% of this cohort. All are now making progress and the value

added will be tracked over time. This cohort has had a significant
impact on our whole school achievement data for 2024. 

Junior Room data = 18% above, 41% At ,  41% below

Senior room data = 44 % above, 31% at, 25% below

Writing ACHIEVEMENT
SUMMARY OF DATA 2024
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At
43%

Above
39%

Below
18% ABOVE 

Curriculum Level expectation for
 their age

AT
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

WORKING TOWARDS
Curriculum Level expectation for

 their age

End of Year Maths 
Achievement 2023 Page 36



Of the 28 students reflected in the data, 5 of these students
arrived at our school part way through the academic year from
other schools. All of these 5 children were significantly below

expected curriculum levels in writing for their age. They make up
18% of this cohort. All are now making progress and the value

added will be tracked over time. This cohort has had a significant
impact on our whole school achievement data for 2024.

Maths ACHIEVEMENT
SUMMARY OF DATA 2024

Junior Room data = 25% above, 33% At ,  42% below

Senior room data = 50 % above, 38% at, 12% below
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